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DEPORTATION
i IRANIAN REFUGE

FROM TURKEY!

o -y i
3

ECONSIDER
CASES OF

162

: seekers in Turkey

{RANIAN refugees in Turkey recently held a
demonstration gutside the Iranian embassy
and later the police arrested 59

The 80 Iranians have been seeking asvium
for sume lime and kave had to take refugein
the HQ of the Uruted Sociahist Party because
of deportation arrangements between Lhe
Turlish and Iranian government and the
refusal of the UN High Commission fur Refu-
gees Lo acknowledge that they were anything
other lhan ‘tourists’ or ‘merchants’. The
UNHCR refuses La sceepl that they are politi-
cal asvlum-seekers. The recent demonstration
shows the UNHCR position to be utterly false.

The embassy demonstration condemned
the islamic regime for lack of basic freedom
and democracy and demanded the immediate
reiease of political prisoners. They set the
Iranian flag alight and tore up pictures por-
traying Khamenei and Khomein as vampires

Once the Turkish police fourd oul about
the demonsiration they responded in large
nurmbers and attacked the dermonstralers The
refugees resisted Lhe attacks and managed Lo
get their message across through Turkish
rache and television The demonsiratien
wrecked embassy plans 1 celebrate the fra-
nian revolulien's anmiversary

Demuonstrators then left the area aropund
the armbaesy ard wenl Lo 3 hark where me] iee

the demonstration. Police arrestod 59 demon-
strators and took them Lo Lhe alicns’ section of
thecentral police station

After two hours, they were given formal
letters setting out the reasons for Lheir arrost
Allempls were made togret the demonstratars
ty sign a declaration that they would not holg
any more protests The refugees refused. Alter
their reiease they returned to the Usited
Socialist Party HQ

A joint staterment by the Committee for a
Workers' International, the lranuan Revalu-
tionary Soctalists' League {Tondon), lraman
Workers [e[t Unity {North Lohdan)and Mili-
tanl Labour rightly says The protests of Lhe
refugees desetve the [ull support of all pro-
gressive forces. and instead of prevenaling
them [rom staging such demonsirations, we
musl actively defend their democralic right to
live outside the dungeon that the capitalist
Islamic regime in Lran has in store for them'

The piot statement atfirms that ‘as part of
our protest campagn of the last few months
against the UNHCR and the Turkish govern-
ment, together with other revolutionary
torees, we will continue our solidarity work tn
supporiofall protesiing refugees’

These orgamtations hnld frequent protests
The next is on Menday 26 February at the
ITNCHRB 21 Milhant Tormciam OWUIT 2t 17 s

apitalists’ attack oif.
democratic right

The JIranian  Revolutionacy Socinlisnt-
League xeul out the tollowing stalement:

TIE home scerctary, Michacl Howard
undee the caver that ‘80 per cont of assbar
seekers arc bogus began an extendo
attack on the demecratie rights of asan
seckersin thiscountry \
Thisattacks part of theextended attu
upon the working class as a whele [ th
home sccrctacy succeeds in expellt
refugees, the next stwep wiil be expu:
other political refugees and eventual
pression of other democratic righls of v

“sections. This atlack 1s alse e fine wart o

policies of the home secretary’s counterp.,
inolher Furopean courntries,

In Turkey fnr example thousands of
nlan refugees are al Lhe mercy of the vicn:
allacks of the Turicish police Since lawy <
mer, thereare some 100 [racian refupers w e
are about o be expelled from Turkey o
returned will facedeathin ran

We belweve that all Lhe progressive by -
should resist these anti-immigration ace- .
over Europc and in particular whe .
bill in Lthis country wheet, tf impleme
would put the Iives of many refugees
ger
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